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Democrats, and next morning a chorus of approbation rose
from the newspaper press throughout the Empire. It does
not, of course, follow that the opinions of the German people
agreed with those of the German Government, or the Press,
but it js quite evident that there is a great body of opinion
in Germany which requires to be changed before there is
much hope of a reduction in her policy regarding armaments.
Prince Bulow spoke of "the difficulties of our geographical
position, and of the other circumstances which compel us to
defend ourselves" and it must be admitted that there is
considerable excuse for the nervousness of Germany. A
review of her history shows that she has suffered severely
from the inroads of her neighbours, while many thoughtful
Germans are convinced that existing conditions in different
parts of the world give genuine cause for alarm. They
seem to think that Germany is being excluded from her
proper place in the comity of nations. They see Britain
allied with Japan, on most friendly terms with France and
the United States, in cordial relations with Italy and
Spain, and even coming to an understanding with Russia.
Austria alone of the Great Powers remains outside of what
appears to be a tacit confederation organised by Great
Britain, and the value of her alliance would not be great
should international troubles arise. The state of Russia is
very unstable, and revolution in that country might lead to
war, which might involve Germany, On the other side is
France, which within the past three centuries has six times
declared war on Germany, and, although she is at present
peaceably inclined, the Germans have reason to know that
the Parisian temper is very fickle, and might raise a cry of
a revanche to recover the lost territories of France, The
difficulties of the German geographical position are, therefore,
easily understood, and the objections of Germany to a reduc-
tion of armaments can be overcome only by her possible rivals
taking such steps as will give her confidence in the security
of her position as a first-rank world-Power. There, how-
ever, need be little difficulty about this, The treaties and